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Joanna Baillie and Mrs. Siddons, in later life. The former
had seen cause to modify her early view on some minor tenets
of orthodoxy, a fact she thought it right to communicate to
so near a friend. Mrs. Siddons received the news of the
changes in her outlook, not uncharitably, but with the
characteristic parenthesis, " I still hold fast my own faith
without wavering."

Hannah More's is a name which, particularly during its
bearer's mundane first period, belonged to the Garrick circle.
At several points, later, it impinged on the orbit of Sarah
Siddons. The lady whom, in 1781, Mrs. Garrick called her
Chaplain, resembled Mrs. Opie in becoming, as time went
on, more avowedly 'strict.3 By 1787, she refused to go to
see her own tragedy, Percy, when it was revived, even with
that paragon of decorum, Mrs. Siddons, as its heroine. From
letters included in their respective biographies we find that
Mrs. Siddons's 'affectionate friend, Hannah More,1 used to
send her copies of her works, and further 'encourage and
cheer' her way (the quoted words are Mrs. Siddons's) ' to
the better world.'

"I have heard," Miss More wrote to her, from Barley
Wood, in 1811, "that you consider the Bible as your
treasure. May it continue to be your guide through life, and
your support in that inevitable hour which awaits us all. It
has pleased God to bless my little book [probably, a new
edition of Sacred Dramas] with a degree of success which I
had no reason to expect."

Anna Seward burnt voluminous incense before Mrs.
Siddons. With a letter, inviting her, on her way from Bir-
mingham, to stay a few days at Lichfield, or, in Sewardian
diction, entreating the honour of the Siddons sleeping beneath
her roof, she enclosed a twelve-lined sonnet (addressed by
the Same to the Same) which had ' descended,1 she said, that
morning, 'from her pen.'

" Behold, dividing still the palm of Fame,
Her radiant Science, and her spotless Life !"
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thus, for an inflated 'Swan/  rather neatly, she wound  up
the lines.   The Swan of Lichfield came, at times, so perilouslyletters a vegetarian convert's lapses in the
